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Chinese. It was this freedom which marked the
thoughts and feelings of the people who, sometimes
unconcerned with the power that was, lived their
simple way and crooned their artless prayers and
sang their fearless songs of daily action. One such
has been preserved to this day.

When the sun rises, I toil;

When the sun sets, I rest;

I dig well for water;

I till fields for food.

What has the power of the ruler to do with me ?

As pointed out above, Wu-wang, the first emperor
of the new dynasty, named after his duchy of Chou
on the western frontier, was greatly assisted in conso-
lidating the empire by his brother, Chou-kung, i.e.
ccDuke of Chou." As the loyal prime-minister of
Wu-wang and his successor the duke of Chou laid
the foundation of the government institutions of the
dynasty which became the prototype of most of the
characteristic features in Chinese public and social
life down to recent times. The brothers and adherents
of the new sovereign were rewarded with fiefs which
in the sequel grew into as many states. China thus
developed into a confederation inasmuch as a number
of independent states, each having its own sovereign,
were united under one liege lord, the emperor, styled
"Son of Heaven," who as high-priest of the nation
reigned in the name of Heaven, The emperor re-
presented the nation in sacrificing and praying to
God. The mode of the sacrifice was most sacred.
In a recent description* relating to the performance
of sacrifice by much later emperors the incidents of the
angust ceremony are brought out. The reference
is recent and yet it preserves the features of the sacri-
fice so materially that to quote the same here will not
be out of place.

*The author's Letters From China.